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4 Plea to 


rison Gas in Yemen 



&THUR J. GOLDBERG, 
AMBASSADOR TO 
ID NATIONS. 

E£|r Mr. Ambassador: 

In Your recent statement 
fAu ^express “strong con- 
cefh”, over Egypt’s ' use of 
potspfi gas in Yemen, but 
Ifldpunce 
tjiat.tbe Uni- 
“is 
taking 
e T-'ad” in 
_|nging the 
tSSHS before 
t,h e United 
' fe. all can- 
’ tions. 

Jlr. Am- 
> a d o r, 

/pot? 

You say “we are deeply 
'Sistip’bed” but prefer to let 




Drummond 


WUJwPody else take the ini- 

fl candor, is a let-some- 
_-_SC-do-.it, .policy good 
a?U|h for the United States 
, „ » m erica in a mat- 
tAyhich involves violation 
_ ” Geneva Treaty, trans- 
feMon of the U.N. Char- 
- a heinous offense 
ggEjt humanity? 

7 this the kind' of in- 
Jaonal crime which the 
was created to deal 
with .and which the U.N. is 
■fiSJialile of dealing with? 

But the U.N. can do noth- 
unless the issue is 
brought before it. 

« (.really good enough 
United States to pur- 


i 
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sue a course of let-somebody- 
else-do-it? 

YOU KNOW as do the 
rest of us that under pres- 
ent circumstances nobody 
else is going to do it. 

The Yemeni people who 
are being gas-bombed can’t 
get their protest to the U.N. 
because their government 
does not represent them. 
The present Yemeni govern- 
ment either approves the 
use of poison gas against its 
dissident people or is so 
completely the tool of Cairo 
that it can’t do otherwise. 

And it seems clear that no 
other government is going to 
stand up first at the U.N.— 
at least not in time to ac- 
complish anything — and say 
for the conscience of the 
world: This must stop! 

NO ARAB state is going to 
do it. No neutral state is go- 
ing to do it. 

If there were a real choice 
between the United States 
“not taking the lead,” as you 
put it, and somebody else 
doing so, it might be under- 
standable for the United 
States to yield the initiative 
to another. 

But, Mr. Ambassador, 
there is no such choice. No- 
body else is ready to take 
the lead. Nothing is beihg 
done and nothing is going 
to be done to demand an end 
to this hideous crime un- 
less the United States takes 
the lead to demand that 
, something be done. 

To any objective observer 
the facts are not in dispute. 
The on-the-spot investiga- 
tions by medical teams of 
the International Red Cross, 
confirm the repeated use pf 
poison gas against soldiers 
and civilians in villages held 
by the Yemeni rebels. T^e 
gas has been delivered to Eg 
targets by Soviet planes 
flown by Egyptian pilots. 

Not a very pretty situa- 
tion. It cries out for U.N. ac- 
tion. The people of the poi- 
soned Yemeni villages have' 
cried out for U.N. help. 

THERE HAS BEEN no 
U.N. action. There has been 
no U.N. help despite the fact 
that the Geneva convention 
'^--^i-ng br-okfn. (-he tt m 
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At the moment a voice or 
two is being raised by Arab 
leaders urging Nasser to get 
out of Yemen entirely, with- 
draw his 25,000 troops and 
end his illegal intervention. 
But exactly such an agree- 
ment was signed by the 
U.A.R. and Saudi Arabia and 
nothing came of it. Per- 
haps the losses sustained by 
Egypt in the six-day war 
with Israel will force Nasser 
to retire from Yemen-dpr a 
time. But you can’t count on 
it. 

The issue remains: Nas- 
ser’s pilots flying Soviet-pro- 
vided planes have been re- 
peatedly using poison gas 
against Yemeni villages. Is 
the U.N. going to stand by 
and let the resolution against 
the use poison gas, which it 
once passed overwhelming- 
ly, lie in tatters? i 

Is the United States going 
to stand by and refuse to 
take the initiative on the 
sterile theory of let-someone- 
else-do-it? 

Mr. Ambassador, there are 
quite a few of us who hope 
not. 
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